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2019 IAC Judge Revalidation & Currency Exam 

Welcome to the 2020 Judges Revalidation & Currency Exam.  All IAC 

Judges, except for Regional Judges certified during the end of the 2019 contest 

schedule, must take and pass this short exam before moving onto the IAC 

Approved Judges list for the current contest year.  

The intent of this exam is educational.  At least once a year we should all take a look into the 

IAC Official Contest Rules to refresh our knowledge of the rules that we have to apply to a 

competitor going 200mph in front of us.  We need to be up-to-date on changes to the rules.  The 

questions that you are asked to answer attempt to motivate each reader to spend a little quality 

time in the rule book.  This is especially important for 2020 as the Official Contest Rules have 

undergone a major reorganization.   The rules have not changed but you will find the text 

reorganized. 

Each question on this exam has a choice of answers.  Many questions originate in situations 

encountered at contests.  Some are about changes to the rules.  Some are written just to get you 

digging into the minutia of the rulebook and IAC.  For each question please select the choice that 

most correctly and completely answers the question. 

Some of the questions include a video clip of a competitor executing a figure.  The use of video 

allows a question to better address the core of what we do - grade figures.  But the challenge here 

is that we all have different quality internet connections which can make video downloading 

insert pauses where we least expect them.  And we hear that Firefox and Chrome might display 

the videos better than Edge or Internet Explorer.  You are welcome to rerun each video to make 

sure that any pauses really are being done by the competitor and not your internet connection.  

Please note that you do not have to finish the exam in one session.  You can stop, leave the 

exam, and return later as is convenient for you.  The exam is not complete and graded until you 

reach the end and click on the button that tells the software that you are done. 

This exam is best attacked with a copy of the latest IAC Official Contest Rules at hand, and also 

a good internet connection to the IAC web site.  Experience has shown that attempting this exam 

using a cell phone in a coach airline seat without access to the IAC Official Contest Rules is a 

serious handicap.  If you are a member of an active IAC chapter, one successful approach is for a 

chapter review of a paper copy of the exam at a chapter meeting.  Or do the exam as a group.  

The intent of the exam is educational, not “stump-the-dummy”. 

In the event that a passing score is not achieved, please contact the Chair of the Judges Program, 

Wes Liu. 

Thank you for your effort and enthusiasm.  Your volunteering to be a Judge is important to 

IAC.   Good luck! 
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1. The competitor shown was to fly a 45 down-line.  You may assume that the bottom of the 

picture is parallel to the horizon.  

 
As a Grading Judge you would downgrade the competitor for this part of the figure 

a. 0 points 

b. 1 point 

c. 3 points 

d. 6 points 

 

 

2. The competitor is to fly the figures shown below. 

 
As a Grading Judge you observe the competitor omit the half roll on the down line, pull to 

horizontal on the x axis in the downwind direction, upright.  The competitor then executes a half 

roll to inverted.  The competitor flies the second figure in the sequence as drawn without major 

error.  The grades that you award are: 
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a. Figure 1 HZ.   Figure 2 HZ. 

b. Figure 1 0.0.  Figure 2 is assigned a non-zero numerical grade.  You expect the Chief 

Judge to record an implicit interruption. 

c. Figure 1 HZ.  Figure 2 is assigned a non-zero numerical grade.  You expect the Chief 

Judge to record an implicit interruption. 

d. Figure 1 0.0.  Figure 2 0.0 as the half-roll is an inserted figure.   

 

 

3. The competitor is to fly the following figure. 

 
As a Grading Judge you observe a very rapid rotation and you are not sure if the pilot flew a one 

and one-quarter turn spin or a one and three-quarter turn spin.  You instruct your recorder to 

mark a HZ for the score, and put a reserve score of 8.0 in the comment box for that figure. Other 

judges have the same question, and a judge’s conference is called. As a result of the judge’s 

conference, you decide that a one and one-quarter turn spin was flown.   The rules allow you to 

instruct your recorder to line out the HZ and change the score to an 8.0. 

a. True 

b. False 

 

4. A competitor’s spouse volunteers to serve as a Boundary Judge for the category that the 

competitor is flying.  The Volunteer Coordinator is obligated to decline the offer as the Official 

Contest Rules prohibit this. 

a. True 

b. False 

 

5. The competitor is to fly the figure shown below. 

 
During the first 270 degrees of the figure, a pilot accumulates in excess of ten points in score 

deductions. During the final 90 degrees of the figure, the pilot clearly and unambiguously snap 
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rolls approximately 45 degrees, recovers and rolls and yaws to the exit heading.  As a Grading 

Judge you award a grade of 

 

 

a. 0.0 

b. HZ 

 

6. A competitor is to fly the figure 

 
As a Grading Judge you observe the inverted spin rotate clockwise, pitch to the vertical down 

line, pause, and the roll rotate counter-clockwise.  Your figure grade is 

a. HZ - The roll axis for an inverted spin is opposite that of the yaw axis. During the spin, 

pilot yawed to the left, and so rolled to the right. The aileron roll was flown to the right, 

which is the same direction as the spin roll axis, not the opposite direction. 

b. A numerical grade based on the observed direction of rotations being opposite. 

c. 0.0 - The roll axis for an inverted spin is opposite that of the yaw axis. During the spin, 

pilot yawed to the left, and so rolled to the right. The aileron roll was flown to the right, 

which is the same direction as the spin roll axis, not the opposite direction. 

d. A 

 

 

7. The competitor was to fly the figure 

 
The 4x8 on the 45 down line was executed as shown in the video that is attached to the bottom 

of the exam’s introductory web page and may be accessed by ctrl+clicking here. 

 

As a Grading Judge you observe the 4x8 roll element to have 

a. No score downgrades 

b. Short first point, long third point 

c. Only 3 points 

d. 4X different lengths of stops at points 

 

https://www.iac.org/system/files/AlainA-Advanced-Known-6-2.mp4
https://www.iac.org/system/files/AlainA-Advanced-Known-6-2.mp4
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8. The competitor was to fly the figure 

 
on the X-axis, into the wind.  The competitor executed this figure as shown in the video that is 

attached to the bottom of the exam’s introductory web page and may be accessed by 

ctrl+clicking here.  You can assume that the bottom of the image is parallel to the horizon and 

that there is no cross-box wind.  

 

As a Grading Judge, you observe the execution of the pivot and reduce the figure score by 

a. 0 points 

b. 4 points 

c. HZ 

d. 8 points 

 

 

9. As you sit down in your Grading Judge seat at a 2020 contest, you review the Free Program 

Form A for an Intermediate competitor.  You observe that the Presentation K box printing states 

“8” which has been lined out and over-written by hand with the number “15”, and the 

“Including Presentation” box printing states “198” which has been lined out and over-written by 

hand with the number “198”.   Based on your observation you 

a. Hand the Form A to your recorder and get ready for the competitor to dive into the 

aerobatic box. 

b. Mark the Presentation Grade “HZ” 

c. Mark the Presentation Grade 0.0 

d. Notify the Chief Judge that the Free Program is illegal. 

 

 

10. The competitor was to fly the figure 

 
The competitor executed this figure as shown in the video that is attached to the bottom of the 

exam’s introductory web page and may be accessed by ctrl+clicking here.  You can assume that 

the bottom of the image is parallel to the horizon.  

 

As a Grading Judge, you observe the competitor’s transition from the end of the half-loop and 

the start of the ¼ roll and reduce the competitor’s figure grade by 

https://www.iac.org/system/files/2019%20Alex%20Hunt%20Sportsman%20Figure%202-2.mp4
https://www.iac.org/system/files/2019%20Alex%20Hunt%20Sportsman%20Figure%202-2.mp4
https://www.iac.org/system/files/2019%20Alex%20Hunt%20Sportsman%20Figure%202-2.mp4
https://www.iac.org/system/files/2019%20David%20Taylor%20Advanced%20Known%20Figure%202-2.mp4
https://www.iac.org/system/files/2019%20David%20Taylor%20Advanced%20Known%20Figure%202-2.mp4
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a. 0 points 

b. 2 points 

c. 4 points 

d. HZ 

 

 

11. The competitor was to fly the figure 

 
The competitor executed this figure as shown in the video that is attached to the bottom of the 

exam’s introductory web page and may be accessed by ctrl+clicking here.  You can assume that 

the bottom of the image is parallel to the horizon. 

 

As a Grading Judge you observe the placement of the snap roll and reduce the competitor’s 

figure grade by 

a. 10 points 

b. 0 points 

c. 1 point 

d. 4 point 

Answer: d – The Grading Judge is to calculate the angular difference between the center of the 

roll and the apex of the loop, and then reduce the figure grade by 1 point per 5 degrees. 

 

12. In January you review your Judging credits on the IAC web site and see that during the previous 

year you served as a Grading Judge for 23 Sportsman flights.  The last Judges school that you 

attended was 3 calendar years ago.   Once you pass this Revalidation & Currency Exam your 

name will appear on the IAC web site’s Current Judges List – True or False? 

a. True 

b. False 

 

13. A competitor is to fly the Aresti Family 7 figure shown below: 

 
As a Grading Judge, you observe the flight path 

 

https://www.iac.org/system/files/2019%20Nick%20Slabokov%20Intermediate%20Known%20Figure%201-2.mp4
https://www.iac.org/system/files/2019%20Nick%20Slabokov%20Intermediate%20Known%20Figure%201-2.mp4
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You will apply a score downgrade to this figure of at least which of the choices below? 

 

a. -2 points for the changes in radius and -2 points for the failure to wind correct. 

b. -2 points for the change in radius. 

c. -4 points for the change in radius and -3 points for the wind correction error. 

d. -2 points for the wind correction error. 

 

 

14. The power competitor is to fly the figure below. 

 
You observe the competitor enter the figure flying away from you on the Y-axis, fly the 

2x8 roll to the right on the first vertical line.  The line after that 2x8 roll is visibly shorter 

than the line before the roll.  The corner from the first vertical to the interior 45 line is 

oval.  The 45 line is flown downwind.  The snap roll is centered on the 45 line.  The 

corner from the 45 line to the second vertical line appears to be constant radius.  The ¼ 

roll on the second vertical line is executed to the left, with the line after the roll visibly 

shorter than the line before the roll.  The competitor exits the figure flying away from 

you. 

 

Based on the description above, the highest score that this competitor has earned is: 

 

a. 7.5 

b. HZ 

c. 8.0 

d. 8.5 

 

 

15. A competitor flys a 7.4.3.1 Square Loop. 

 

 
 

You observe the competitor to fly the corner at the top of the first vertical up at ½ the 

radius of the first corner flown from the horizontal entry line to that first vertical line. 
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The competitor flys a top, inverted, line to be 1 ½ times the length of the first vertical 

line. 

 

You observe that the corner from the top line to the vertical down line is flown with the 

same radius as the corner onto the top, inverted line. 

 

The vertical down line is flown to return to horizontal flight at the entry altitude, and you 

observe the competitor carving a corner radius for the fourth corner equal to the radius of 

the first corner. 

 

The competitor is then in horizontal flight for a distance equal to the top, inverted, line 

before starting the next figure. 

 

The errors described here result in the competitor has earning a maximum figure score of 

? 

a. 5.0 

b. 4.0 

c. 2.5 

d. 1.0 

 
16. A competitor flying a Family 6 Tailslide is observed to stop at the top of the vertical up line 

pitched 5° from vertical, slide backwards in the same attitude, then pitch to the vertical down 

line.  This competitor has earned which score downgrade?   Hint: Family 6 criteria. 

a. 0 Points 

b. 1.0 Points 

c. 2.0 Points 

d. 4.0 Points 

 

17. A Power Advanced competitor exits the figure 6 Hammerhead shown below close to the 

front of the box, exits the figure on the Y axis flying towards the Judges, wing-wags a 

break, and flys out the front of the box.  The competitor then immediately executes a 

climbing and diving 180 turn back to the front boundary of the box, wing wags, enters the 

box on the Y-axis flying away from the Judges and begins executing Figure 7 on the Y 

axis. 
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The highest score that the competitor can earn for Figure 7 is: 

a. 10.0 

b. 0.0 

c. HZ 

d. 5.0 

 

18. What is the total K-factor for this combination figure? 

 

a. Not useable, illegal construction 

b. 13K 

c. 15K 

d. 17K 

 

19. The competitor was to fly the figure shown below. 

 

As a Grading Judge you observe the competitor’s execution of the figure shown in the 

video that is attached to the bottom of the exam’s introductory web page and may be 

accessed by ctrl+clicking here. 

Evaluating this execution of the figure you would award a grade as high as 

a. HZ 

b. 5.0 

c. 7.0 

d. 10.0 

 

 

 

https://www.iac.org/system/files/GoodwinThomasUnlPwrKnownFigure5-2.mp4
https://www.iac.org/system/files/GoodwinThomasUnlPwrKnownFigure5-2.mp4
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20. The competitor was to fly the figure shown below. 

 

As a Grading Judge you observe the competitor’s execution of the figure shown in the 

video that is attached to the bottom of the exam’s introductory web page and may be 

accessed by ctrl+clicking here. 

As a Grading Judge, observing the 45 down line attitude you would reduce the figure 

grade by 

a. More than 2 points 

b. 2 Points 

c. 1 Point 

d. 0 Points 

 

21. Which statement is INCORRECT regarding minimum weather conditions for 

competition? 

 

a. Weather conditions that allow a climb to top of the box while maintaining a minimum 

cloud clearance is most desired. 

b. Contest flights will not be conducted if crosswind for the active runway exceeds 20 

knots or steady wind velocity is 25 knots in any direction. 

c. Flight will not be conducted in discernable precipitation. 

d. The Contest Jury may authorize glider flights in discernable precipitation. 

 

22. After the scores for a flight are posted and the raw score sheets are made available to 

competitors, a competitor comes up to you holding a Form A with the scores you awarded for 

their flight and points to a figure score.  The score box shows “0” and the Remarks box is empty.  

The competitor represents that “0” is not a valid score and wants a minority HZ which will 

improve their figure average score.   Your recollection of the figure suggests that the 

appropriate score would have been an HZ.   The appropriate action is which of the choices 

below? 

 

Hint: Can scores be changed outside of a Judges Conference? 

 

a. Go to the Scorer and tell them that the score should be changed to HZ. 

https://www.iac.org/system/files/2019%20Bruce%20Green%20Sportsman%20Known%20Figure%208-2.mp4
https://www.iac.org/system/files/2019%20Bruce%20Green%20Sportsman%20Known%20Figure%208-2.mp4
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b. Explain to the competitor that the score was “0.0” which became final when the Chief 

Judge sent the scores to the Contest Scoring Director.   A protest of the score can be 

filed for the Contest Jury to review. 

 

c. Find the Chief Judge and ask that the score be changed to HZ 

d. Find the Contest Director and ask that the score be changed to HZ. 

 

23. There is no score downgrade if Family 7.8 Horizontal 8’s are flown to have different size 5/8 and 

3/4 loop segments 

 

 
a. True 

b. False 

 

24. A chapter member asks you to provide the scoring coaching required for Candidate Regional 

Judges at a pre-contest practice period.  You discuss the planned practice program with the 

competitor who will be flying in the box while the Candidate awards practice scores.  You 

explain that the candidate needs the competitor to fly 

 

a. Any figures that the competitor can think of so that the Candidate Judge is challenged. 

b. Preplanned sequences of 4 figures, with breaks in between, so that the coach and the 

candidate can review and discuss the scores awarded by the Candidate. 

c. Multiple passes through the box, flying one figure each pass so that the Candidate can 

practice awarding scores that are then reviewed by the Judge coach 

d. A pre-planned flight program of at least 9 figures 

 

25. During a contest flight, midway through figure #7, a competitor’s engine goes quiet.  The 

competitor rolls upright and lands on the runway below.   The contest Technical Committee 

examines the airplane.   The Chief Judge announces that the Technical Committee has found 

that the fault was under the control of the competitor.  As a Grading Judge, when the 

competitor dives into the box for the second time you 

 

a. Award new grades for figures 1 – 6, award HZ for figure 7, grade figures 8 through the 

end of the flight program. 

b. Score figure 7 as HZ, change the scores for figures 1 - 6 to HZ, grade figures 8 through 

the end of the flight program. 

c. Observe figures 1 – 6 and change the scores of any figures flown with more defects than 

the first flight.  Score figure 7 as 0.0. Grade figures 8 through the end of the flight 

program. 

d. Observe figures 1 – 6 but leave the original scores unchanged.  Score figure 7 as HZ.  

Grade figures 8 through the end of the flight program. 


